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CRYPTO & NFT STAMPS | PRELIMINARY REMARKS

Crypto stamps and NFT stamps represent an innovation in philately to offer entirely new philatelic 

products in digital stamp art collectibles, philatelic stamp collectibles, or philatelic stamps. 

Innovation value lies in the security features of these new products, their overall design, value-

added attributes, and, as applicable, the digital environment where these new products reside.



CRYPTO & NFT STAMPS | SOME DATA FOR AFRICAN COUNTRIES

OF THE RESPONDING COUNTRIES BELIEVE 
THAT NFT AND CRYPTO STAMPS HAVE A

61%
ON THEIR NATIONAL PHILATELIC INDUSTRY 

STRONG IMPACT

© “Innovation in philately” study carried out by WADP in 2023

AFRICAN COUNTRIES 
IDENTIFIED AS HAVING 

ISSUED CRYPTO AND/OR 
NFT STAMPS*

5
* Source: https://crypto-stamps.org/



CRYPTO & NFT STAMPS | SOME DATA FOR AFRICAN COUNTRIES

OF THE RESPONDING COUNTRIES

45%
TO ISSUE CRYPTO OR NFT 

STAMPS IN THE NEAR FUTURE

ARE PLANNING

© “Innovation in philately” study carried out by WADP in 2023

OF THE RESPONDING COUNTRIES BELIEVE 
THAT CRYPTO AND NFT STAMPS CAN

67%
ATTRACT NEW 
COLLECTORS



CRYPTO & NFT STAMPS | TAXONOMY OF DIGITAL PHILATELIC PRODUCTS

A physical stamp with a digital 

counterpart in a blockchain issued by 

or on behalf of a designated postal 

operator.

The physical stamp can be used for 

postal services according to its 

nominal value, while its digital 

counterpart is an NFT collectible on a 

blockchain. 

The stamp has an innovation value 

for traditional philatelic collectors, 

non-traditional philatelic collectors, 

and potentially new audiences 

including young people and digital 

natives.

CRYPTO STAMP
Any stamp issued in a digital format 

by or on behalf of a designated 

postal operator.

DIGITAL STAMP
A stamp issued in a digital format, 

with or without a physical 

counterpart, by or on behalf of a 

designated postal operator. 

The stamp is an NFT collectible on a 

blockchain, and has an innovation 

value for traditional philatelic 

collectors, non-traditional philatelic 

collectors, and potentially new 

audiences including young people 

and digital natives.

NFT STAMP



WADP DIGITAL PHILATELY ACADEMY | KNOWLEDGE AND COOPERATION

Empowering Postal Innovation through 

Knowledge and Dialogue

The Digital Philately Academy is a 

collaborative initiative created to help 

postal operators, regulators, and 

stakeholders navigate the rapidly evolving 

world of digital philately, especially crypto-

stamps, NFTs, and blockchain.

Established with the support of the UPU-

WADP and industry partners, the Academy 

acts as a neutral and non-profit knowledge 

hub, providing tailored guidance, technical 

resources, and collective expertise.

GOAL

▪ UPU / WADP Secretariat

▪ La Poste Tunisienne

▪ Royal Joh. Enschede / Ciphers.me

▪ Stampfinity

▪ Crypto-stamps.org

▪ Postal Innovation Platform

BOARD MEMBERS

▪ Knowledge Center

▪ Events (workshops and conferences)

▪ Coaching

▪ Tailored guidance

▪ Studies and documentation

SERVICES



WADP DIGITAL PHILATELY ACADEMY | OFFICAL LAUNCH

PHILAKOREA 2025
18-19 SEPTEMBER 2025 @ SEOUL COEX MAGOK



▪ Data and transaction security

▪ Fraud and counterfeiting risks

▪ Smart contract vulnerabilities

▪ User protection

SECURITY

▪ Lack of international standards

▪ Limited interoperability

▪ Risk of proprietary solutions

▪ Blockchain compatibility

STANDARDIZATION AND 
INTEROPERABILITY

▪ Lack of understanding of blockchain 

systems

▪ Incompatibility with existing 

infrastructures

▪ Absence of technical standards

▪ Complexity of smart contracts

TECHNOLOGICAL KNOWLEDGE

WDPA | STUDY ON PAIN POINTS AND CHALLENGES FOR THE POSTS

▪ Lack of regulatory framework

▪ Difficulty obtaining authorizations

▪ Non-recognition of NFTs as legal 

assets

▪ Insufficient legal training

LEGAL KNOWLEDGE

▪ International regulatory compliance

▪ Poor harmonization of national laws

▪ Compliance obligations

▪ Lack of NFT-specific guidelines

LEGAL AND REGULATORY FRAMEWORK



WDPA | STUDY ON PAIN POINTS AND CHALLENGES FOR THE POSTS

▪ High development costs

▪ Lack of public funding

▪ Insufficient financial incentives

▪ Infrastructure upgrade costs

BUDGETARY RESOURCES

▪ Confusion around the term 'crypto’

▪ Reputation of crypto-assets

▪ Communication challenges

▪ Difficulty adapting commercial policies

'CRYPTO' LABELING

▪ Lack of a clear strategic vision

▪ Mismatch between products and 

customer expectations

▪ Absence of adapted marketing policies

▪ Challenges in establishing partnerships 

STRATEGIC AND COMMERCIAL
POLICIES

▪ Insufficient knowledge of the NFT 

market

▪ Limited understanding of consumer 

expectations

▪ Rapidly evolving market

▪ Challenges in forecasting market 

evolution

MARKET KNOWLEDGE



WADP DIGITAL PHILATELY ACADEMY | GET IN TOUCH

WADP.ACADEMY@UPU.INT
CONTACT US TODAY

UPU International Bureau

Philately Development and Documentary Heritage Programme
Weltpoststrasse 4
3015 BERNE
SWITZERLAND

wadp.academy@upu.int

+41 31 350 35 07

mailto:wadp.academy@upu.int


THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
ATTENTION

Stephane Cuennet
WADP Deputy Secretary

cuennets@upu.int


